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L A B E L  I T

Inside a hurricane
Write the right word next to each letter

eye · eyewall · rainbands · spiral inflow

A B 

C D 

The eye is the roughly circular area of comparatively light winds at the centre of a severe tropical cyclone. The

eyewall is a ring of cumulonimbus (thunderstorm) clouds around the eye. The eye is surrounded by the eyewall,
where the winds are strongest.

A simple drawing by REALLYBYTE, not an exact picture of a real storm.

AB

CD
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C O L O U R I N G

A hurricane from space
Colour the spiral clouds. Leave the eye in the middle clear.

The eye is the roughly circular area of comparatively light winds at the centre of a severe tropical cyclone. NOAA’s
GOES weather satellites, built by NASA, watch hurricanes from 22,300 miles above Earth.
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H U R R I C A N E  F A C T S  P O S T E R

The Saffir-Simpson scale

TD

38↓

TS

39–73

1

74–95

2

96–110

3

111–129

4

130–156

5

157+

Maximum sustained wind (mph)

Drawing by REALLYBYTE: the seven stages by wind speed

Hurricane categories

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating based only on a hurricane’s

maximum sustained wind speed.

Hurricanes rated Category 3 and higher are called major hurricanes.

The scale does not take into account other deadly hazards such as storm surge, rainfall

flooding and tornadoes.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  ·  F O R  A D U LT S

Inside a hurricane

A eye · B eyewall · C rainbands · D spiral inflow

WA N T  M O R E ?

Six full hurricane packs (science, Saffir-Simpson maths, how-hurricanes-work cards, activity and colouring,
posters, quiz and word puzzles) are available from the ReallyByte store: see hurricanes.storms.im/shop/ for links.

Free hurricane facts and games: hurricanes.storms.im

Free! Like me. Nobody paid for me either.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. You may print as many copies as you need for your own family or your own class/group, and
share the file with your own students through a password-protected platform (for example Google Classroom). Please don’t resell it, re-
upload it or share it publicly. For school-wide use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own work.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the NOAA, National Hurricane Center, NASA, Met Office and WMO pages below on 31 Oct 2026.
These are fixed facts that do not depend on the date. Answers to maths questions are worked out from those figures.

National Hurricane Center: Glossary: www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml
NASA Space Place: How do hurricanes form?: spaceplace.nasa.gov/hurricanes/en/
NOAA Ocean Service: Hurricane or typhoon?:
oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/cyclone.html

NOAA Education: Hurricanes: www.noaa.gov/education/resource-
collections/weather-atmosphere/hurricanes
National Hurricane Center: Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale:
www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy tracking a storm on the wrong map),

but we can. Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email

info@reallybyte.com.
More free hurricane facts and games: hurricanes.storms.im


